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» Creative and aesthetic
learning environments
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The young child mimics everything in
the environment uncritically-not only
the sounds of speech, the gestures of
people, but also the attitudes and
values of parents and peers.

Toys in the nursery are made from
nature‘s gifts: wood, sea shells,
stones, pine cones, lamb‘s wool. The
simpler the toys the more active can
the children‘s imagination be - and so
is the ground better prepared for a

fertile mind?
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Is 1t really a d idea to for
academic :ducan.«, Ilke readmg,
until the second grade?
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The Primary School: A Time for
Imagination And Caring Authority

As the child enters Primary School,
the earlier stage of imitation
expands into a need for applied
learning and a guiding authority.
As the child moves through these
years, the faculty for more
sequential and logical thought
begins to unfold.
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Are Waldorf schools religious?

Waldorf schools, however, tend to be spiritually
oriented and are based out of a generally Christian
perspective. The historic festivals of Christianity,
and of other major religions as well, are observed
In the class rooms and in school assemblies.

Classes in religious doctrine are not part of the
Waldorf curriculum, and children of all religious
backgrounds attend Waldorf schools. Spiritual
guidance is aimed at awakening the child's natural
reverence for the wonder and beauty of life.
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